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Map of the 2014 Transects 

Where transects are close together the actual placing may be slightly approximate for purposes of map clarity. Sites 

with more than one transect are shown once. Sherrardspark includes the Templewood transects as they are in the same 

complex. 

 

 

The report  format is different this year, reflecting use of the online UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme system for all of 

our transects. 

 



 

Summary Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aldbury Nowers SP 952 129  
First walked: 1992 2014 recorder: Paul Thrush 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Balls Wood TL 344 106  
First walked: 1994 2014 recorders: Andrew Wood & Andy Brown  
The overall number of butterflies was up 26% compared to 2013. This has to be set against the fact that the 2013 didn’t really get 
going until July whereas 2014 was overall a good year with the exception of August. 
Major work over the 2013/14 winter meant that section 7 was opened out into a very wide ride which had very little marginal 
vegetation, one particularly large area of bramble was virtually all removed and this removed a major source of nectar in the wood. 
The number of species seen on the transect was down one to 18 species with no Holly Blue, Common Blue, Brown Argus, Small 
Copper or Purple Hairstreak recorded, these being balanced by a return of the Small Tortoiseshell.. - Andrew Wood  
 

 

  



Beane Hill TQ 199 873  
First walked: 1988 2014 recorders: Leslie Williams, Michael Berthoud, Simon Mercer  
 

 
 

Bencroft Wood TL335 065  
First walked: 2004 2014 recorder: Steve Kiln  

 
 
 
 
 



Bishops Stortford Southern Country Park TL 473 193  
First walked: 2004 2014 recorder: Bob Clift  
The overall species count recorded on my transect in SCP this year was 21 which is fairly usual – although not always the same 21 
species. Of those 21 two thirds of them had higher counts than last year, yet the overall count for this year was 346 fewer 
butterflies than for 2013. This occurred largely because of just three species: the Meadow Brown, the Large White and the Small 
White all had an exceptional year in 2013 when the weather in July was ideal, but 2014 saw them return to their usual numbers and 
SCP was no exception. This year has been wonderful for the Small Tortoiseshell which is great news following the very worrying 
decline of the species over the past 10 years. It’s recovery started with the second brood last year, when the surprisingly good 
weather at the end of the summer saw a large emergence of the butterfly with lots of them being able to hibernate successfully 
over a mild winter. The Marbled White continues its expansion in the park, with a better than national performance. And after two 
very bleak years, it was good to see the Brown Argus back – not up to its 2011 level, but re-emerging in different parts of the 
transect where its habitat has remained unchanged. I only ever record the Small Heath in small numbers, but I was very pleased to 
record it twice this year, following its complete absence last year.–  Bob Clift  
 

  



Bricket Wood TL 131 009  
First walked: 1997 2014 recorder: Malcolm Hull  
A single female Dark Green Fritillary was seen on July 8, the first time I’ve recorded this species here.  It looked fresh & a sighting 
that early in the season suggests it may have bred on this site, the offspring of the individuals who migrated south in 2013. Other 
highlights were records for Purple Emperor and Small Heath, both recorded for the first time on this transect in 2013. Overall 
butterfly numbers were slightly down on the previous year, but the total number of butterfly species recorded was 28 – by far the 
highest total in the 18 years I’ve walked the transect, beating the previous record of 25 species in 2004.  Silver-washed Fritillary and 
White Admirals were both close to record numbers.  Large, Small & Essex Skippers all bounced back from a few poor years, with 
numbers of each in line with the long term averages.  Peacocks & Small Tortoiseshells both had strong years – Peacocks recorded 
their best ever annual total.  Brown Argus, Red Admirals & Painted Ladies all returned after a few years absence.  Other Lycaenidae 
did poorly with Purple Hairstreak, Small Copper, Common & Holly Blue numbers all well down.  Large & Small Whites both did badly, 
although Green-veined Whites, Orange Tips & Brimstones all had good years.  A female Brimstone was seen egg laying on Alder 
Buckthorn on 12 July, raising the intriguing question whether the small number of adults seen towards the end of August could be a 
partial second brood for this species?– Malcolm Hull  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Broxbourne Wood TL 324 072 
First walked: 2014 2014 recorders: Daniel Cooper, Michael Allen  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Butterfly World TL 127 043  
First walked: 2009 2014 recorders: Malcolm Hull, Mandy Floyd 
My 2014 Transect results have been very different to those from 2013 at Butterfly World owing to the very warm Spring and cold 
August.  
The Blues, Small Copper and Brimstone have done well, the Common and Small Blues emerging 3 weeks earlier, both Spring & 
Summer generations of the Small Blue did well, despite the cool August, the record total for this species is probably the highest 
anywhere in Herts for 50 years.  The Brown Argus numbers have almost doubled and the Small Copper has increased 6 fold, the first 
Brimstone was seen 6 weeks earlier, but the Large, Small and Green Veined Whites all suffered, particularly in the cold August, all 
their numbers were significantly down from 2013. 
I was pleased to record. 3 Chalkhill Blues again which would seem to indicate that they are now breeding on site.  Red Admiral 
numbers have recovered this year after the poor records from last year, however Small Tortoiseshells and Peacock numbers were 
down.  It was a good year for Marbled Whites, three times more than last.  Ringlets also seem to be breeding on site, four times as 
many as last year. 
 

 
  



Cranford Park TQ 101 779  
First walked: 1997 2014 recorder: Alison Shipley  
 

 
Danemead TL 346 079  
First walked: 2013 2014 recorders: Mick Velasco, Ed Hutchings  
 

 
  



Danesbury Park TL 230 170  
First walked: 1996 2014 recorder: Sarah Butcher, Caroline Philips  

 
Fir & Pond Woods TL 277 006 
First walked: 2014 2014 recorder: Susannah O’Riordan, Joe Gray, Steve Evans  

 



Fryent Country Park TQ 195 876  
First walked: 1986 2014 recorders: Leslie Williams, Michael Berthoud & Simon Mercer  
For 2014: 
• No Small Skippers or Essex Skippers were reported.  
• Some species had relatively poor years. 
• Meadow Brown: relatively low on the main transect. 
 
• Brimstones had their best year on the main Fryent Country Park transect.  Possibly they are spreading out from the original 
concentration of Alder Buckthorns at Great Cowlays, now that there are more Alder Buckthorns planted around the Country Park.  
• Small Copper: the first records on each of the two transects for some years. 
• Small Tortoiseshell: Averages about the same as in 2013 - an increase compared with much of the previous decade. 
• Gatekeepers: on the Fryent Country Park main transect, the highest index to date. 
 

 
  



Gravel Hill TL 216 170  
First walked: 2013 2014 recorder: Juliet Morton  

 
 

Great Ashby Park TL 267 267 

First walked: 2014 2014 recorder: Steve Lane  
 

 



Gunnersbury Triangle TQ 201 786  
First walked: 1999 2014 recorder: Andy Brown,  

 
 

Hampstead Heath TQ 270 863 
First walked: 1978 2014 recorder: Robert Renwick, Ian Shepherd, Mike Hucker 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Harpenden Common TL 137 134  
First walked: 2011 2014 recorders: Julie Rees, Mike Sarney, John Foster, Pat & Gee Gill 

 
  



Heartwood Forest TL163 109  
First walked: 2010 2014 recorder: Andrew Steele  

 
  



Horsenden Hill East  TQ 162 843 
First walked: 2003 2014 recorders: Martin Smith  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Horsenden Hill West TQ 163 844  
First walked: 2003 2014 recorders: David Howdon, Andrew Culshaw 

 
  



Kenwood TQ 271 874  
First walked: 2005 2014 recorder: Mike Taylor  
844 butterflies marks a highpoint in the ten years of the Kenwood Transect, a big step up from the 622 of last year and continuing 
the remarkable recovery from the all-time-low of 396 in 2012 when the weather up here on the Highgate to Hampstead ridge was 
consistently appalling. 
From 2004 – 2012 only the odd one or two Small Tortoiseshell were ever seen & so when 6 were recorded in 2013 it was a pleasant 
surprise; but the 13 this year feels like The Great Leap Forward! 
The year’s highlight was undoubtedly the addition of Marbled White to our species list, bringing the total to 22. 
On July 12th, on Hampstead Heath, whilst  conducting a ‘Butterflies & Habitats’ training session for staff & volunteers of the RSPB 
'Wild About the Heath' project, eight lucky people got to share the experience with me of seeing 3 Marbled Whites on the Heath & 
in Kenwood’s West Meadow.  To the best of my knowledge, these sightings were the first on Hampstead Heath since a singleton in 
August 1997.  
On July 16th whilst conducting that week’s Kenwood Transect in the West Meadow, a Marbled White flew parallel to me, but way 
off-Transect.   However - and I know this doesn't sound very scientific - but two minutes later it flew right past me in the box and I 
burst into a fit of laughing hysterics!  (I reacted the same way when a Clouded Yellow flew into the Transect box in June 2006). 

 
  



Lake Farm Country Park TQ 090 804  
First walked: 2011 2014 recorders: Alison Shipley  

 
 

Lakeside Nature Reserve SP 922 124  
First walked: 2011 2014 recorder: Brian Jessop  

 
  



Lemsford Springs TL 223 121  
First walked: 1998 2014 recorder: Neale Holmes-Smith  

 
.  
Mardley Heath TL 248 184  
First walked: 2006 2014 recorders: Caroline Phillips & Sue Stephens  

 
  



Marshalls Heath TL 161 149  
First walked: 1989 2014 recorders: John Murray, Trevor Chapman  

 
 
Millhoppers SP 900 148 
First walked: 1998 2014 recorders: Margaret Noakes  
 

 



 
Miswell Lane SP 914 117  
First walked: 1999 2014 recorder: Brian Jessop  

 
 
Panhamger Park TL 299 124 
First walked: 2014  2014 recorder: Jennifer Gilbert 
  

 
 
 
 



Parkland Walk South TQ 288 878  
First walked: 2012 2014 recorder: Linda Douthwaite 

 
 

Patmore Heath TL 443 257  
First walked: 1996 2014 recorder: Gavin Vicary  

 
  



Perivale Wood TQ 159 837  
First walked: 2005 2014 recorder: David Howdon, Andrew Culshaw  

 
 

Pryor’s Wood TL 265 265  

First walked: 2000 2014 recorder: Andy Holtham  

 
  



Railway Fields TQ 317 881  
First walked: 1997 2014 recorders: Caroline Graty, Mary Hogan, Julian Stanway, Viola Zoretta 

 
 

Roughdown Common (Lower) TL 048 055  

First walked: 2012 2014 recorder: Brendan Sheridan  

 
  



Sherrards Park Red Lion to Reddings TL 224 140  
First walked: 2010 2014 recorder Charlotte Fox  

 
 

Sherrards Park Reddings TL 230 135  

First walked: 2001 2014 recorder Barbara Wilton, Ian Flack 

 
 
Sherrards Park Sefton TL 229 140  

First walked: 2013 2014 recorder Keith Lambert 

 
  



Sherrards Park Sixways Mid section TL230 135  
First walked: 2012 2014 recorder Barbara Wilton  

 
 
Shrubhill Common TL 036 072  

First walked: 2001 2014 recorder: Roger Prue  
2013 was a very good year for butterflies and 2014 was in many ways better. Overall butterfly numbers were slightly down but this 
was largely due to a crash in numbers of Large, Small and Green-veined Whites. Some of the other species did reasonably well, and 
the others exceptionally well. I recorded my highest ever numbers of Brimstones and Orange Tips and 2nd highest numbers of 
Common Blues and Small Tortoiseshells. It is particularly pleasing to see that these last two species have recovered so well from 
several poor years.. – Roger Prue  

 



St James' Park/Green Park Transect TQ 295 798  
First walked: 2013 2014 recorder: David Howdon  
 

 
 
Stevenage TL 246 234  
First walked: 1993 2014 recorder: Peter Clarke  

 
  



Stockers Lake TL 045 935  
First walked: 2012 2014 recorder: Barbara James, Cliff Buckton, Carol Beeden,  Carrol Scott  

 
 
Templewood Muddy Bottom to Pentley park Entrance TL 235 142 
First walked: 2013 2014 recorder Charlotte Fox, Victoria Rive  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Templewood Vale TL 235 143  
First walked: 1998 2014 recorder: Neale Holmes-Smith 
Second largest total ever recorded. The first Clouded yellows and 2nd Marbled Whites. No Red Admirals. Small Tortoiseshell and 
Skippers very low. Meadow Browns were 40% of the total. – Neale Holmes-Smith  

 
 
Therfield Heath Base of Church Hill TL 333 395  
First walked: 1988 2014 recorder: Alan  Beale  

 
 



Therfield Heath Church Hill TL 333 396 
First walked: 1988 2014 recorder: Alan Beale  

 
 
Therfield Heath Lankester Hill TL 353 404 
First walked: 1988 2014 recorder: Alan Beale  

 
 
 



Therfield Heath Rifle Range TL 348 401 
First walked: 1988 2014 recorder: Alan Beale  

 
Therfield Heath Top of Rifle Range TL 349 398 
First walked: 1988 2014 recorder: Alan Beale  

 



The Warren TL 204 053  
First walked: 1991 2014 recorder: John Moss  
“The Warren/Furzefield. Following the usual slow start, my year count was 1084, peaking early July. UKBMS estimates for 6 missed 
weeks raised that to 1211, 215 below 2013. Marbled Whites (210), Gatekeeper (179), Common Blue (80) and Ringlet (60) were up on 
2013, while Meadow Brown (392), Small Skippers (131) and Small Heath (70) were down. In all 19 species were recorded, including 
Small Tortoiseshell (14) and Clouded Yellow (2). There were only 21 Whites, with just 2 Large White and no Orange Tip. On 
management, last year’s plan to remove scrub and introduce summer grazing was frustrated by the appalling winter weather. 
Consequently scrub and coarse grasses expanded rapidly. A strip upto 20m wide round the margin was eventually cut in early June. 
In September most of the scrub was removed and ranker grass cut and raked. This has left the site pretty barren and the radical 
summer management may have contributed to the lower butterfly count. The disturbance should generate rapid return to open 
grassland next season. There may be an initial impact on wildlife, but a grazing regime should return the site to quality acid 
grassland, benefitting all invertebrates. Sorrel, Trefoils, Knapweed, coarse and fine grasses and other food and nectar plants still 
thrive, as do a few rarities like Heather, Dwarf Furze and Petty Whin.”  . – John Moss  

 
Thorley wash TL 489 181 
First walked: 2014 2014 recorder: Jenny Sherwen, David Sampson  

 



Tottenham Wildmarsh West TQ 351 905 
First walked: 2014 2014 recorder: David Cottridge, Jerry Hoare 

 
 

  



Tower Hamlets TQ 366 823 

First walked: 1999 2014 recorder: Terry Lyle, Keir Mottram  

 
  



Trent Park TQ 285 965 
First walked: 1998 2014 recorder: Simon Pegg  

 
  



Tring Park SP 927 100  
First walked: 1996 2014 recorder: Martin Hicks  

 
 
Walpole Park TQ 173 802  
First walked: 2013 2014 recorder: Emma Allen  

 
  



Ware Park TL 347 143  
First walked: 1996 2014 recorder: Andrew Wood  

 
 
Waterford Heath North TL 317 154  
First walked: 2000 2014 recorder: Janet Holmes  

 
  



Waterford Heath South TL 317 149  
First walked: 2008 2014 recorder: Steve Kiln  

 
  



Wood Lane Pirton TL 140 310  
First walked: 2005 2014 recorder: Val Fullforth, Andrew Wood  
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